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Good morning to you distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen

All Protocols Observed.

I welcome you all to the Southwest Resource Center. I very much believe that a lot of us here today, at least over seventy per cent of us have an idea of what this center represents.

In a nutshell, it started in 1998. Following the visit of the then US President Clinton. Part of his recommendations was that Africa should be integrated into the world economy, particularly of free trade democracies. An effective way of realizing his dream is by establishing community centers in the six Geo-political zones of Nigeria. 

This particular one here in Abeokuta represents the six states in the southwest of Nigeria, namely – Ogun, Lagos, Oyo, Oshun, Ondo, and Ekiti states.

Bill Clinton, during his visit said that almost all the impediments and barriers to human development have been dismantled. According to Clinton, we have seen many barriers to human development have been broken down. In other words:

· Racial Barriers – broken down (Apartheid)

· Geographical Barriers – broken down (Global village)

· Academic Barriers – broken down (Research and Development)

· Gender Barriers

· Nuclear War

· Diseases

What remains to be broken down is the DIGITAL BARRIER. This is what has, to a great extent influenced the setting-up of this community center.

This initiative comes under the EDDI project. EDDI stands doe Education for Development and Democracy Initiative. In one word, this is a community resource center that operates as a collaborative effort between the US Government and Ogun State Government.

Our key Objectives are:

· To bring the benefits of modern information technology to a broad spectrum of activities.

· To provide information technology training at various levels, including beginners and certified users to meet world standards.

· Provide the community with access to education, training, skill development and technology.

· Serve as focal point for activities in leadership development, Health education (including enlightenment programmes on the HIV/AIDS epidemics); adult literacy programmes, business development. Local governance, civic education and advocacy.

· Compliment programmes with special facilities for the physically handicapped persons.

Today’s event is in fact a reflection of the close link between the two countries. The management and staff of the Southwest Resource Center are working with the Embassy of America, to commemorate the International Day of the African Child. Equally of great importance is the Celebration of the legacy of a popular and renowned human rights activist, called Ralph Johnson Bunche, who was born in 1903, in Detroit Michigan. He died in 1971 in New York.

Certainly, the life of Ralph Bunche was not just any other life. Ladies and Gentlemen – Believe me … He made history! I could stand here all day to give you a summary of the tireless effort he made at trying to fight fir human rights.

To wet our appetite for the short presentation and documentary that you’ll se in a few moments, Ralph Bunche was an exceptional scholar who made giant strides working for the United Nations. He won international recognition for his skills as a mediator.

Incredibly, as far back as 1950, he was awarded the Noble Peace Prize after negotiating a settlement to the 1948-1949 Arab-Israeli War. He worked tirelessly as an undersecretary of the UN from 1955. He retired in 1971.

Having some knowledge of the effort of Ralph Bunche, I am greatly stimulated. I guess a lot of us will be too. When you finish watching the film, you will undoubtedly agree with me that Ralph Bunche lived a life of a great achiever. He left a Legacy. I call him a Legend.

The few moments’ left for this event … please enjoy yourselves. I welcome you once again to Southwest Resource Center. Thank you for joining us to celebrate the International Day of the African Child and commemorate the life and achievements of Ralph Bunche

Ladies and Gentlemen  … Good Day

END

